
Appendix 30 (PDPP Review – CGP Jan ’22) 
EQIA completed by: John Bailey – Head of Electoral Services           Date: January 2022 
 

Equality Impact Assessment: Statutory Review of Polling Districts and Polling Places 2021 

The Equality Act 2010 includes a general duty which requires public authorities, in the exercise of their functions, to have due regard to the need to: 

• Eliminate discrimination, harassment and victimisation and any other conduct that is prohibited by or under the Act.  

• Advance equality of opportunity between people who share a relevant protected characteristic and people who do not share it. 

• Foster good relations between people who share a relevant protected characteristic and those who do not 

In order to comply with the general duty. Local Authorities must assess the impact on equality of decisions, policies and practices.  These duties do not 

prevent the authority from reducing services where necessary, but they offer a way of developing proposals that consider the impacts on all members of the 

community. 

Authorities which fail to carry out equality impact assessments risk making poor and unfair decisions which may discriminate against particular groups and 

worsen inequality.  

1. Key recommendations: That the Constitution and General Purposes (CGP)committee reviews the two proposals1 put forward to become the 
designated Polling Districts and Polling Places (PDPP)within the ‘new’ High Barnet ward (effective from May 2022) and selects the proposal 
considered most appropriate to serve the needs of the electors and residents of the ward and surrounding areas. 

2. Committee name and date: Constitution and General Purposes (CGP) committee – 6 January 2022 

3. Stakeholders: All registered electors; local residents, election staff, election candidates and polling agents, official election observers. 

4. Consultation:  Public consultation took place on the Returning Officer’s initial polling place proposals (as approved by CGP committee on 4 

October 2021) between 11 October 2021 and 19 November 2021. All representations received are included within Appendix 27 to the PDPP 

report to committee on 6 Jan 2022. The Returning Officer’s final proposals were then sent to the London Borough of Barnet’s ‘Head of Health, 

Safety and Wellbeing’ in December 2021 for review ahead of CGP committee on 6 January 2022.  

5. Factors considerered in the assessment:  For each of the groups below, an assessment has been made on whether each of the High Barnet 

PDPP proposals would have a positive, negative, or neutral impact. Where the impact is negative, a high, medium or low assessment is given. 

The assessment looks at each of the proposals on their own merits taking into account issues such as pedestrian access, public transport and 

vehicular access.  The responses received during the public consultation on the proposals were also taken into account.  

 High impact – a significant potential impact, risk of exposure, history of complaints, no mitigating measures in place etc. 

 Medium impact –some potential impact exists, some mitigating measures are in place, poor evidence 

 Low impact – almost no relevancy to the process, e.g. an area that is very much legislation led and where the Council has very little discretion 
 

                                                
1 The ‘Returning Officer’s Proposal’ (ROP) and the ‘Alternate Proposal’ (AP) 



Protected 

characteristic/ area 

of interest 

Returning Officer 

Proposal (ROP) 

Alternate Proposal 

(AP) 

Reason Positive, 

Negative 

or Neutral 

Impact 

High, 

Medium or 

Low 

Impact 

Positive, 

Negative 

or Neutral 

Impact 

High, 

Medium or 

Low 

Impact 

Age  

(0 – 24 Age 

Category) 

Positive N/A Negative Medium 

The ROP does not use any schools, so the impact upon 0-18 category of children is assessed as 

positive. The AP would require one primary school to fully or partially close, based upon a specific 

assessment at each election by the school’s management structure (i.e., school’s senior leaders 

and/or governing body). This may have a negative impact upon any pupils missing school (and 

their parents/carers) due to an election taking place.    

Age  

(51-80 and 81+ Age 

Categories) 

Negative Medium Positive N/A 

For the elderly, the ROP may have a negative impact on some persons with this protected 

characteristic, as many electors that are pedestrians will be required to cross Barnet Road to reach 

their polling station to vote. This single lane road does not offer any road-crossing facilities for 

pedestrians across the entirety of the polling districts being served by St Peters Church Hall and 

the Arkley Club. In addition, many of the pedestrian pavements are narrow and would be difficult to 

navigate for those with limited mobility. There is parking available at both sites that will make 

access easier for some electors by car or taxi. There are also bus stops within 100 metres of both 

venues. For this proposal one consultation response was received which pointed out the difficulties 

for this protected characteristic, regarding pedestrian access given the single lane road lack of 

crossing places and narrow pavements.   

The AP would have a positive impact for those persons outlined above, as there would be no 

requirement for electors in the polling districts served by Whitings Hill School or the Arkley Club to 

cross Barnet Road (if travelling from their registered address to the polling venue). There is parking 

on or near both polling venues and bus stops within 100 metres of the site which will assist some 

electors.  

Disability Negative Medium Positive N/A 

The ROP may have a potential negative impact on some persons with this protected characteristic, 

as many electors that are pedestrians will be required to cross Barnet Road to reach their polling 

station to vote. This single lane road does not offer any road-crossing facilities for pedestrians 

across the entirety of the polling districts being served by St Peters Church Hall and the Arkley 

Club. In addition, many of the pedestrian pavements are narrow and would be difficult to navigate 

for wheelchair users or those with limited mobility.  There is parking available at both sites that will 

make access easier for some electors by car or taxi. There are also bus stops within 100 metres of 

both venues. For this proposal one consultation response was received which pointed out the 



 

difficulties for this protected characteristic, regarding pedestrian access given the single lane road 

lack of crossing places and narrow pavements 

The AP would have a positive impact for those persons outlined above, as there would be no 

requirement for electors in the polling districts served by Whitings Hill School or the Arkley Club to 

cross Barnet Road (if travelling from their registered address to the polling venue). There is parking 

on or near both polling venues and bus stops within 100 metres of the site which will assist some 

electors. 

Gender 

reassignment 
Neutral N/A Neutral N/A No changes made to polling provision that affect this characteristic. 

Pregnancy and 

maternity 
Negative Medium Positive N/A 

The ROP may have a potential negative impact on some persons with this protected characteristic, 

as electors that are pedestrians will be required to cross Barnet Road to reach their polling station 

to vote. This single lane road does not offer any road-crossing facilities for pedestrians across the 

entirety of the polling districts being served by St Peters Church Hall and the Arkley Club. In 

addition, many of the pedestrian pavements are narrow and may be difficult to navigate for persons 

that are travelling with children or with pushchairs etc..  There is parking available at both sites that 

will make access easier for some electors by car or taxi. There are also bus stops within 100 

metres of both venues. For this proposal one consultation response was received which pointed out 

the difficulties for this protected characteristic, regarding pedestrian access given the single lane 

road lack of crossing places and narrow pavements 

The AP would have a positive impact for those persons outlined above, as there would be no 

requirement for electors in the polling districts served by Whitings Hill School or the Arkley Club to 

cross Barnet Road (if travelling from their registered address to the polling venue).  There is 

parking on or near both polling venues and bus stops within 100 metres of the site which will assist 

some electors. 

Race Neutral N/A Neutral N/A No changes made to polling provision that affect this characteristic. 

Religion or belief  Neutral N/A Neutral N/A 
No changes made to polling provision that affect this characteristic. The church hall at St Peter’s 

Church is a separate building from the church where acts of worship are performed.  

Sex Neutral N/A Neutral N/A No changes made to polling provision that affect this characteristic. 

Sexual orientation Neutral N/A Neutral N/A No changes made to polling provision that affect this characteristic. 

Marriage and Civil 

partnership 
Neutral N/A Neutral N/A No changes made to polling provision that affect this characteristic. 


