
Summary

Barnet Safer Communities Partnership Board is the statutory partnership that 
develops and oversees the delivery of Barnet’s Community Safety Strategy. 
Violence against Women and Girls (VAWG) is one of the key priorities in 
Barnet’s current Community Safety Strategy. 

The partnership have developed a new 2017-2020 VAWG Strategy for Barnet 
and this paper presents submits the new strategy to the Safer Communities 
Partnership Board to seek its sign off of the strategy and its agreement and 
endorsement of the objectives set out within it.  On 21st June 2017 the draft 
strategy was presented to the Community Leadership Committee who gave their 
approval of it and endorsed its objectives.

This paper provides an overview of the Barnet’s Violence against Women and 
Girls (VAWG) strategy 2017- 2020. It outlines its aims and the partnership 
objectives. It sets out the strategic context of its development, how it responds to 
regional, national and international commitments and expected standards 
relating to the Violence against Women and Girls agenda. It includes details of 
the consultation and engagement exercise held locally to develop this strategy.
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Recommendation

1) That the Safer Communities Partnership Board agrees the Strategy 
and endorses the objectives set out in the Barnet’s Violence against 
Women and Girls (VAWG) Strategy 2017-2020.

Why this report is needed

1.1 At the last Safer Communities Partnership Board (April 2017) the Board took 
note of an update on the development of the London Borough of Barnet’s 
Violence against Women and Girls (VAWG) Strategy 2017- 2020 and the 
progress of the consultation and engagement work which was underway to 
support the development of the strategy.

1.2 The board noted that, following subsequent consultation (including a members’ 
workshop) and presentations of the draft strategy to the Domestic Violence and 
Violence against Women and Girls Board (DVA VAWG Board) and the 
Community Leadership Committee, the final draft of the Strategy would be 
presented to the Safer Communities Partnership Board for final sign off.  The 
consultation now being complete and the draft strategy having been presented 
to, and endorsed by, the DVA VAWG Board and the Community Leadership 
Committee (on the 21st June 2017) the final draft of the Strategy is, together with 
this report, provided to the board.

1.3 The consultation feedback has assisted in the development of the strategy which 
clearly sets out the on-going partnership commitment to work together to 
respond to and prevent VAWG in Barnet. This partnership focus is a central 
element to the strategy and is underpinned by the follow partnership objectives. 

1.4 The four partnership objectives are:

i. Preventing Violence against women and girls
ii. Improving outcomes for victims and their children
iii. Holding perpetrators to account
iv. Enhancing joint working practices between agencies

1.5 Preventing violence against women and girls is everybody’s business. We want 
to ensure that everyone can identify victims, and can intervene early to prevent 
situations from escalating to crisis point.



1.6 We also want to ensure that we understand the needs of victims and their 
families. This will help us to provide the best response we can, to intervene at 
the right time and providing them the right services.

1.7 This final draft strategy:

 Enables victims and survivors of domestic violence and abuse to feel 
supported, and encourages the local community to report instances of 
VAWG.

 Informs the community how we would like to work with them to reduce the 
risk of VAWG in Barnet.

 Provides clear direction on joint working for the strategic partners, 
voluntary and community group to ensure a consistent co-ordinated 
service.

 Sets out the VAWG priorities that partners can embed into their own 
organisational strategic and commissioning plans.

 Holds perpetrators to account for their behaviour through our zero 
tolerance approach to VAWG.

 Promotes a move towards a model of encouraging better collaboration 
and joined-up approaches between local authorities and health 
commissioners, and specialist VAWG service providers. The 
commissioning of intervention programmes will be guided by evidence 
based assessment of needs, and incorporate early intervention; 
establishing and embedding the best ways to help victims and their 
families; and taking steps to reduce the prevalence of domestic violence 
and abuse.

1.8 Our final draft strategy recognises and takes into account:

 The Government’s ‘Ending Violence against Women and Girls Strategy 
2016 – 2020’, which focuses on service provision, prevention, pursuing 
perpetrators and partnership working.

 The Home Office’s 'Violence Against Women and Girls National 
Statement of Expectations' (NSE) published in December 2016, which 
outlines the expected standards for local areas when commissioning 
services.

1.9 Our approach is framed within a VAWG strategy because we know that these 
crimes are disproportionately gendered. However, we intend to benefit all 
victims of these crimes. Men and boys can also be victims of violence and 
abuse and so proposals supporting men’s services will not be excluded from 
consideration in this strategy. Our strategy acknowledges the gendered nature 
of VAWG.



1.10 Our strategy puts the victim at the centre of service delivery; has a clear focus 
on perpetrators; keeping victims safe; and acknowledges the need to raise 
local awareness of the issues. 

1.11 Based upon this strategy, the VAWG Delivery Group (a sub group of the Safer 
Communities Partnership Board) will agree an annual delivery plan and a set 
of partnership indicators that will measure success and outcomes against the 
objectives set out in the strategy. These will be reported to the VAWG 
Delivery Group Quarterly and the Safer Communities Partnership Board 
annually.

1.12 The delivery of the strategy will be overseen by Barnet’s Safer Communities 
Partnership Board.



Consultation and Engagement

2.1 Consultation of the strategy included:

 Community Barnet workshop held on 27 February 2017
 Barnet Youth Forum workshop held 28 February 2017
 Service users workshop held on 06 March 2017
 All schools were consulted via School Circular on 20 February 2017
 Community Leadership Committee held on 8 March 2017
 VAWG Delivery Board held on 22 March 2017
 VAWG Forum held on 18 April 2017
 SCPB held on 28 April 2017
 Members workshop held on 8 May 2017

2.2 Feedback from the consultation highlighted that service users wanted the 
process for accessing help, which can often involve multiple agencies, to be 
as straightforward and clear as possible with strong co-ordination between the 
agencies involved. A related theme to emerge from the consultation was a 
desire for more integrated specialist services for children in families where 
DVA is present.

2.3 This consultation feedback has assisted in the development of the strategy 
which clearly sets out the partnership commitment to work together to respond 
to and prevent DVA and VAWG in Barnet. In response to the feedback the 
strategy emphasises that “Preventing violence against women and girls is 
everybody’s business” with the aim of ensuring that everyone can identify 
victims, and can intervene early to prevent situations from escalating to crisis 
point.

2.4 The strategy also has a focus on achieving the best outcomes for victims and 
their children, and is clear that our response needs to be co-ordinated and 
consistent; it needs to consider the whole family, particularly children. Early 
intervention and building resilience needs to remain a priority.

Post-Decision Implementation

3.1 Barnet’s Violence against women and Girls (VAWG) strategy 2017- 2020, 
once signed off, will replace the Domestic violence (DV) and VAWG Strategy 
2013 – 2016. The new strategy has a focus on preventing VAWG, improving 
outcomes for victims and their children, holding perpetrators to account and 
enhancing joint working practices between agencies.



3.2 The Barnet’s VAWG Strategy 2017-2020 will be published on the council 
website supported by annual communications plan.
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https://barnet.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s39459/Agenda_Item_2_DVA%20VAWG
%20data%20March%202017.pdf

21st June 2017
Community Leadership Committee, Agenda Item 7: London Borough of Barnet 
Violence against Women and Girls(VAWG) Strategy 2017-2020 
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